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WOMEN’S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
The foundation recently awarded endowed scholarships at the Women’s Executive Council’s 
40th annual luncheon. Here are the stories of two of those deserving students. 
 
Janice Knapp has overcome countless obstacles and become a champion of violent-crime 
victims. She realized that a college education was necessary for her to achieve her dream of a 
career as a psychologist, but each time she got started a more compelling issue arose. She cared 
for her ill mother and grandmother, and her and her husband were victims of a violent home 
invasion. Her husband endured numerous surgeries and Janice was his primary caregiver. When 
they relocated to Florida, Janice worked while her husband earned a degree, paying for his 
college and paying off most of their medical debts. 
 
In fall 2011, Janice took those long-awaited steps and enrolled at Valencia to start her education 
in psychology. Her goal is to complete her master’s degree and become a counselor. 
 
Ashley Shealey attended Evans High School and was very active in school and her community. 
She was a member of the National Honor Society, a JV cheerleader, captain of her soccer team 
in her junior year and captain of her tennis team her senior year. She graduated from the 
International Baccalaureate Program with a 4.3 GPA and attended Valencia this summer on a 
Bridges to Success scholarship. Her volunteer projects include Walk Now for Autism Speaks, 
Pine Hills Community Cleanup, the Breast Cancer Walk at Lake Eola, Disney Special Olympics, 
the Maitland Art Festival, clean-up on St. Johns River and helping at Matthew’s Hope. 
 
Ashley is the very first one in her family to attend college and she is dedicated to making them 
proud. She leaves at daybreak every morning to take three buses to Valencia’s campus. She is 
studying to be a nurse, impacted by the difference she saw these healing professionals make in 
her mother’s life.  
 
The foundation’s CFO/COO, Michelle Matis, was nominated for WEC recognition by our 
foundation president. Michelle won the Women’s Executive Council award for Woman of the 
Year in the category of business for her 11 years of dedicated service to our students, the 
foundation board and our hard-working finance committee. Valencia’s endowment has grown to 
be one of the strongest among all community colleges nationwide, disbursing just shy of $28 
million in that time. 
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FOUNDATION BOARD RETREAT 
 
Please join the foundation board of directors on Nov. 29 and 30 for our annual planning retreat. 
It is at these reflective, forward-thinking experiences that Valencia Foundation has envisioned 
and prepared for each of our “big moves” over the past decade. And each one marks a turning 
point that has, over time, expanded our capacity to serve.  
 
Our facilitator is Jerold Panas, who wrote best seller Mega Gifts, now in its 11th printing.  
 
Jerry has been professionally involved in fundraising and development for more than four 
decades. He combines this understanding and field experience with special talents in strategic 
planning and volunteer engagement. His firm was founded in 1968 and has served more than 
2,500 nonprofit boards. 
 
Your spouse is welcome for the meetings, meals or both at The Plaza Resort and Spa in Daytona 
Beach. The foundation will book your complimentary room. We’ll begin at 11:30 a.m. Thursday 
and conclude at 2 p.m. Friday. 
 
Look for additional information via email and in your mailbox, and please RSVP to Geraldine 
Gallagher. The foundation executive committee is committed to strengthening our collaborative 
work to make college possible for deserving individuals in Central Florida. 
 
RSVP: ggallagher@valenciacollege.edu or 407-582-3155. 


























