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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of this overview is to examine the Orlando Region to analyze growth trends and identify
regional growth centers in order to anticipate future facility needs for Valencia College.

The 2001 Regional Overview
The 2013 Regional Overview is an update to the Long-Range District Facilities Strategic Plan prepared
by Glatting Jackson in October 2001. The conclusion in the 2001 report was that Southwest Orange
County and Southeast Orlando were the future growth areas of the Orlando Region:

e Southeast Orlando — quicker and ultimately smaller,

e Southwest Orange County — slower but ultimately larger.

The 2013 Regional Overview Update, Summary

e Regional Growth: Growth is now returning to the Orlando Region with more focus on the
established urban area. Additionally, job growth continues to happen in Southeast Orlando
along with residential growth while west and southwest Orange County continues to experience
residential growth along SR 459 from Winter Garden southward to Fowler Groves and the New
Independence Parkway/SR 429 interchange.

e Population Growth continues in Orange and Osceola Counties grew from 1,068,837 in 2000 to
1,489,650 in 2012, about 3% annually. The five-county population [Orange, Osceola, Lake, Polk
and Seminole Counties] grew from 2,128,485 people in 2000 to 2,839,832 people in 2012, also
about 3% per annum.

® Regional Transportation Systems: Major improvements to the regional transportation system
are more prominent than ever with SunRail, Interstate 4 improvements, Wekiva Parkway and
the Osceola County expressways; plus the announced expansion plans for Orlando International
Airport, Port Canaveral and All Aboard Florida’s proposed train to Miami.

e Regional Growth Centers: The two areas of the Orlando Region identified as growth areas in
2001 appear to still be the areas of future growth and development: Southwest Orange County
and Southeast Orlando.

e Southwest Orange County, now with South Lake County, is still a growth area:

o Horizon West in Southwest Orange County has growth-oriented entitlements and a
regional road system that is emerging, but water and sewer utilities are still in the early
stages of development. Developers are starting to acquire land from the initial owners
who were land sellers, not developers.

o Lake County recently adopted the Wellness Way Specific Area Plan which provides
land development entitlements and identifies regional roads that will connect US 27 to
SR 429 in Orange County. The City of Clermaont has water and sewer capacity to support
initial growth in the northern portion of this area.
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The SR 50 Corridor in Winter Garden and Ocoee along the northern edge of this area is
also promising. The City governments are willing hosts to growth; land is suitable for
new development, land development entitlements exist and infrastructure is available.

® Southeast Orlando, now with Northeast Osceola County, has job-creating large employers, new

regional roads, large land parcels in the hands of developers and development-oriented local

governments.

e}

O

Innovation Way in Orange County has large land holdings with entitlements.
Annexation into the City of Orlando is beginning to happen which brings more
development-oriented processes. Regional road extensions are planned, utilities are
generally available.

The Northeast Osceola County Sector Plan was recently adopted by Osceola County.
Future land use designations for land development are in place. Plans are emerging but
roadways and utilities are yet to be provided.

Growth may happen more expansively than anticipated in 2001; and it will be job-
based. It was anticipated in 2001 that the southeast area would grow more quickly but
ultimately to a lesser extent than Southwest Orange County. Southeast Orlando now
appears to be the primary growth area in the Region with Medical City, Orlando
International Airport, Innovation Way and Osceola County’s growth interests in their
Northeast District. Land is available for development and the ambitious plans for the
new expressways are important additions to the regional road system.

¢ The Interstate 4 Urban Core from Lake Mary to Poinciana will continue to grow with infill
development and redevelopment. High schools and hospitals are located in the I-4 Corridor and

tend to be good indicators of urban growth. SunRail and the Ultimate Interstate 4 improvements

will support this growth as will the many job centers along the corridor including the two
downtown hospitals, the Orlando Central Business District, the International Drive Tourist Area
and the traditional Winter Park to Lake Mary areas.

]

o}

South Central Orange and Osceola Counties are well served by the West Campus and
the Osceola Campus. The area includes the tourist and defense job centers along
International Drive and the residential areas of Meadow Woods, BVL and Hunters Creek.
Maitland and Winter Park are served by the Winter Park campus although many of
these resident students attend the East and West campuses.

Apopka students predominantly attend the West Campus.

Downtown Orlando students attend East and West campus and probably benefit from
access using SR 408.

“Focus on Developed Area” was the advice from the real estate experts assembled in
December 2012 to address the question of college growth. Their comments reflected a
feeling that growth in the areas “outside the beltway” are still speculative and far in the
future.
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OVERVIEW of REGIONAL GROWTH
Orange and Osceola Counties, and the Orlando Region

INTRODUCTION.

The purpose of this Regional Overview is to report current growth trends, to anticipate the continued
growth of established regional centers and to identify potential new ones. Local and regional
comprehensive planners and transportation planners have been interviewed for this Overview.

Regional Growth Centers have been identified along with the location of existing Valencia College
campuses. Growth centers are being planned by local governments through specific area plans.
Transportation planners are designing the transportation system to support these areas. This Overview
presents a clear picture of future growth trends in the Orlando Region.

From a population perspective, the two-county Valencia College service area, Orange and Osceola
Counties, has grown dramatically, as have the adjacent counties:

e The population in Valencia’s two county district has grown over 3.3% annually for 32 years from
1980 to 2012. The total population has grown from % million to nearly 1 % million since 1980.
Valencia’s student population [FTE] has grown at nearly 5% annually over the same period.

e Since 2000, the Valencia territory population has grown by over 420,000 people; or 35,000
people per year.

® The six county Orlando Region’s population has grown by 2 million people since 1980.

POPULATION
Orange and Osceola Counties, and the Orlando Region

1980 —2012
County 1980 1990 2000 2010 2012
Orange 470,865 677,491 896,344 1,145,956 1,202,234
Osceola 49,287 107,728 172,494 268,685 287,416
Valencia District 520,152 785,219 1,068,837 1,414,641 1,489,650
Lake 104,870 152,104 210,528 297,052 303,186
Polk 321,652 405,382 483,924 602,095 616,158
Seminole 179,752 287,529 365,196 422,718 430,838
The Orlando Region 1,399,385 2,029,212 2,604,715 3,279,878 3,387,139
Valencia Students, FTE 6,556 11,217 18,014 30,256 31,060
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Valencia College
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REGIONAL GROWTH TRENDS.
The directions and magnitude of urban development in Orange and Osceola Counties have been
established over the past decade. Orange, Osceola and Lake Counties have prepared growth plans for
several small areas [see Map 3, Small Area Planning Study Boundaries). Based on the geophysical setting
of the Orlando Region and its transportation system, the growth areas that can accommaodate additional
growth are:

e Southwest Orange County/South Lake County,

e West SR 50 from Orlando to Clermont, including the Winter Garden, Ocoee and Apopka

Economic District,

e North US 441 Corridor from Apopka to Leesburg,

e Southeast Orange County/Northeast Osceola County, and

e South/Central Osceola County.

Only two of these areas have the potential for large scale growth: the Southwest Orange County Area
with a special sub-area in Winter Garden/Ocoee; and the Southeast Orlando Area.

Additionally, there are still major infill locations within the Orlando Region. The areas within the Region
that are large and still experiencing some growth are: the International Drive employment district; the
Winter Park/Maitland area; and the Hunters Creek area of south Orange County.

Other indicators of regional growth centers are the locations of high schools [Map 4], regional shopping
malls and hospitals [Map 5]. Each of these facilities draws from a broad population and each is generally
found in a location convenient to a regional population.

SOUTHWEST ORANGE COUNTY/SOUTH LAKE COUNTY.
Trends: There are two significant planning efforts being enacted and developed in this area: Horizon
West in Southwest Orange County and the South Lake Sector Plan. Today, this area of the Orlando
Region is sparsely populated with the exception of the Fowler Grove and Stoneybrook West
developments in south Winter Garden. Together they include about 40,000 acres of land and have a
projected long-term build-out population of some 150,000 people. This is one of the two major growth
areas in the Region; the other being Southeast Orange County/Northeast Osceola County.
® Horizon West Specific Area Plan is the result of an active Orange County planning program that
was initiated in the early 1990s. Horizon West is a census designated place and reported a
population of 14,000 people in 2010. The growth of the Fowler Groves interchange area along
with the Stoneybrook West residential community has created a strong presence. Florida
Hospital has committed to a “free-standing” emergency room facility at Fowler Groves.
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