Success stories are made here.
PROVOST SEARCH PROFILE

Change is made here.
Here, a life is changed every day.
A possibility becomes a probability.
A dream becomes reality.

What if

you brought your leadership talent and experience to this place where every day,
tens of thousands of students write another page in their success stories?

Just imagine how, together, we could improve the lives of nearly 70,000 students each year and take them
from what is to what can be.
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Help us strengthen our long legacy of expanding access, building pathways and creating optimal conditions
for learning. Join a new team of provosts who will be responsible for creating the conditions necessary to
support learning and to accelerate equity in student outcomes.

An Unprecedented Opportunity to Join Our Senior Leadership Team
In fall 2021, Dr. Kathleen Plinske, president and CEO of Valencia College, announced a new academic
organizational model to meet the needs of our students and community. Our new model includes the
introduction of five new provost positions we are seeking to fill. The provost of career and professional
programs will provide leadership for Valencia College’s career and professional programs. The campus provosts
will provide campus-based and collegewide leadership with an emphasis on general education programs.
All provosts will be members of Valencia College’s Senior Team and will report to Dr. Isis Artze-Vega,
college provost and vice president of academic affairs.
The provosts are integral members of the senior leadership team whose focus is to attain the College’s
vision, fulfill its mission and demonstrate its values, in service of the tens of thousands of students who
trust us with their dreams and futures. These leaders will exemplify and promote learning-centeredness,
equity-minded practice and collaborative shared governance, and will contribute to the advancement of
equitable student access, completion, transfer and career credential attainment. They will prioritize these
efforts and mindsets in their support of deans, faculty and staff, as well as in their engagement in the local
community, where they will represent the College as a community partner.
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Our Valencia College
Valencia College is an open access, multi-campus community college serving
Orange and Osceola counties in Central Florida. As the second largest state
college in Florida, Valencia College offers a comprehensive range of programs,
including associate degrees (A.A. and A.S.), baccalaureate degrees (B.S. and
B.A.S.), Career and Technical certificates, Accelerated Skills Training and
continuing professional education programs. In the 2020-2021 academic year:

70,000

10,000+

2/3

Nearly 70,000 students
enrolled in Valencia
credit and non-credit
programs

More than 10,000
students graduated
with an associate or
baccalaureate degree

Nearly two-thirds
of students were
enrolled on a
part-time basis

Our student population reflects the diverse communities we serve, with 41%
Hispanic, 27% Caucasian, 17% African American and 5% Asian students served
in 2020-2021. About half of our students are the first generation in their families
to attend college.
Here, we believe that anyone can learn anything under the right conditions.
We believe that students are unique individuals who experience the College in
personal ways, and in order to be successful, they need connection and direction.
At Valencia, we believe that the best ideas are formed and embraced when we
collectively contribute to a shared purpose through ongoing dialogue.
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Success stories are made here.
Our Programs
Whether they are planning to transfer to a university or enter directly into a career, we offer a variety of
programs to get students where they want to go.
Valencia College offers:
• 1 Associate in Arts (A.A.) Degree: The general studies A.A. provides a basic liberal arts education, with
courses focused in five key areas: communications, humanities, mathematics, science and social science.
Visit https://catalog.valenciacollege.edu/degrees/associateinarts/ for additional information.
• 37 Associate in Science (A.S) Degrees: These degree programs are designed to prepare students for
immediate employment in a specialized career. For a complete list of A.S. programs, visit
https://catalog.valenciacollege.edu/degrees/associateinscience/.
Within A.S. programs, Valencia offers 96 certificate programs, including Career, Technical and
Advanced Technical Certificates. Our certificate programs, which can be completed in one year or less,
prepare students to enter a specialized career field or upgrade their skills for job advancement.
Visit https://catalog.valenciacollege.edu/degrees/certificateprograms/ for details.
• 6 Bachelor’s Degrees: The bachelor’s degree is an upper-level degree that offers students an opportunity
to continue their education beyond the associate level. For more information about bachelor’s degree
programs, visit
https://catalog.valenciacollege.edu/degrees/bachelorofscience/.
Valencia College also provides non-degree programs, including industry-focused training, professional
development, language courses, certifications and custom course development for organizations.
Accelerated Skills Training Programs
The Accelerated Skills Training programs provide intensive, hands-on training to prepare students for
jobs and careers in the areas of advanced manufacturing, construction, healthcare, and transportation
and logistics. These programs are completed in a short amount of time and are aligned with industries
that CareerSource Central Florida has identified as high growth and in high demand. This provides a
direct and rapid path to expanded economic opportunities for our students.
Language Programs
Continuing Education provides a variety of language programs, products and services to help individuals
learn another language, whether for personal or professional reasons. We have extensive instructor-led
programs in English, Spanish and Portuguese, as well as a variety of online language courses. The goal of
these courses is to help students communicate in the target language across a wide range of topics.

Our Accreditation
Valencia College is a member of the Florida College System, a network of 28 state colleges under the
purview of the Florida Department of Education, and is accredited by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award associate and bachelor’s degrees.
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The community is served here.
Our Community
Our learning community is large and diverse, with multiple campus locations throughout Orange and
Osceola counties. Orange and Osceola counties are an integral part of Metro Orlando, the nation’s fifth
fastest-growing metropolitan area, with a population of nearly 2.6 million. One of the world’s most
popular travel destinations, the area features many of the globe’s leading theme and water park attractions,
including the Walt Disney World Resort and Universal Studios. In 2019, Valencia College opened the
Downtown Campus, a collaboration with the University of Central Florida (UCF), featuring the Walt
Disney World® Center for Culinary Arts and Hospitality.
Metro Orlando has an attractive business environment, consistently ranking among top markets in the
nation for business and job growth. More than 150 international companies, representing 20 countries,
have facilities in the area.
Orange County is located in the heart of Florida. Included in the county’s rich history are popular
attractions that draw over 75 million visitors to the county annually. Orange County is home to more than
1.3 million residents from diverse ethinc groups. Nearly 37% of the county’s residents speak a language
other than English.
Osceola County continues to become more diverse, attracting residents from across the globe. While
the majority of residents self-identify as Hispanic, the county is strengthened by the diversity of its large
Puerto Rican, Dominican, Venezuelan and Colombian communities, as well as individuals from the
Caribbean, Central and South America, and beyond. More than half of the county’s residents speak a
language other than English, with Spanish being the most prevalent.
We have invested strategically in our partnerships with Orange County Public Schools and the School
District of Osceola County to increase the college-going rate of recent high school graduates. As a result of
these partnerships, the proportion of graduating seniors from Orange and Osceola counties enrolling in a
public, postsecondary institution in Florida has increased at a higher rate than the state average.

DirectConnect to UCF
Valencia College has a unique partnership with the University of Central Florida (UCF), known as
DirectConnect to UCF. This agreement was launched in 2006 and provides students with increased access
to bachelor’s degrees. Students who graduate with an Associate in Arts (A.A.) or an articulated Associate in
Science (A.S.) degree from Valencia will receive guaranteed admission to UCF.
Valencia College’s East, Osceola and West Campuses serve as locations for UCF regional campuses, where
students can complete a bachelor’s degree from UCF without ever leaving a Valencia campus.
In partnership with UCF, Valencia’s Downtown Campus provides innovative education for highdemand fields that integrate with industry and place thousands of students within walking distance of
jobs and internships.
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Our Campus Locations
Valencia College has convenient locations throughout Orange and Osceola counties. Many of our students take classes at more
than one location. The four regions below represent the purview of each campus provost.

Central Orange County

East Orange County

West Orange County

Osceola County

Horizon West
(coming soon)

Downtown Campus

East Campus

Horizon West (coming soon)

Osceola Campus

The Downtown Campus, a partnership with UCF,
provides students an opportunity to live and learn in
downtown Orlando. Our only location to offer on-campus
housing, this campus is a great fit for students who want
to study in a centrally located setting and have a variety of
options for activities on nights and weekends.

East meets art at the campus that is home to our School
of Arts and Entertainment. This creative atmosphere
encourages a sketch or two from the banks of the Little
Econlockhatchee River. Only a few minutes from UCF, it’s
convenient for students taking general education classes
and earning A.A. degrees.

Horizon West, located in southwest Orange County, is Central
Florida’s fastest growing community with a current population of
more than 39,000, based on projections of the latest U.S. Census
estimates. With easy access to theme parks, schools, parks and
affordable housing, Horizon West has become an attractive place
for families. Valencia College owns 155 acres, located just off the
Schofield Road exit on toll road 429, and plans to build a new
campus that can serve Horizon West and surrounding areas.

Osceola Campus is equipped with the latest training
technologies and labs for biology, chemistry and
physics. It also has the College’s largest library and a
huge green screen to create custom video presentations.
Plus, with UCF bachelor’s programs offered on site,
students can start and keep on studying here.

Winter Park Campus

Lake Nona Campus

West Campus

Poinciana Campus

Winter Park Campus is a centrally-located,
convenient, tucked-away powerhouse of learning
nestled into one of the most picturesque cities in
America. This campus is home to the Jeffersonian
Honors Program, which is focused on producing
active, global citizens.

Lake Nona’s close ties to the Medical City put the
focus on future careers in medicine and biotechnology.
Through a partnership with Lake Nona High School,
students can earn a Valencia College degree while
simultaneously getting their diplomas.

West Campus is home to our high-tech programs like engineering,
architecture, math and health sciences. And it features advanced
technology inside some of the newest LEED certified green
buildings. Additionally, we offer UCF degree programs on campus,
allowing students to easily transition from Valencia College to UCF
without leaving campus.

Our Poinciana Campus houses a robust selection of classrooms,
amenities, labs and a state-of-the-art culinary kitchen —
providing Poinciana residents with access to all the College has
to offer. And with Accelerated Skills Training programs, students
can train for a higher wage career in just weeks.
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Our Training Facilities
Centers for Accelerated Training
Valencia College’s Accelerated Skills Training (AST) programs focus on intensive, hands-on training designed to help students enter new career
fields or advance their current skill sets. Students have the opportunity to earn industry-recognized credentials, train in essential workplace skills
and receive job placement support. AST programs are available at five convenient locations around the community including:
• Advanced Manufacturing Training Center
• Center for Accelerated Training at Valencia College Downtown Campus
• Center for Accelerated Training in Northwest Orlando
• Center for Accelerated Training on Valencia College Osceola Campus
• Center for Accelerated Training on Valencia College Poinciana Campus

School of Public Safety
The Valencia College School of Public Safety provides
comprehensive education, training and resources for
our community’s first responders — helping Central
Florida provide public safety services to protect its
booming visitor and residential populations.
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Fire Rescue Training Facility
The Valencia College School of Public Safety Fire Rescue Training
Facility offers a wide variety of training and learning opportunities
for our community’s public and private sector fire service
professionals. Our programs focus on the most recent updates, topics
and equipment and are taught by experienced professionals from the
field. In addition, Valencia College can customize programs to meet
the specific needs of any agency.
Provost Search | Valencia College
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The future is made here.
Creating a Blueprint for Opportunity and Equity
Valencia College is a place where opportunity extends to all. We are uniquely positioned to offer a quality
education to everyone in our community, and we don’t take our responsibility lightly. Our Strategic Impact
Plan establishes goals for the next five years — goals that are designed to advance racial equity while
improving both the educational and economic outlook for the Central Florida community.

Our goals include:
College Access
Valencia College will work with community partners to ensure that, by 2030, 80% of Orange and
Osceola County high school graduates of each race and ethnicity will attend a post-secondary institution
— including vocational or technical school, college or university — in the year following high school
graduation.
Graduation
By 2030, the five-year graduation rates for degree-seeking students of each race and ethnicity will exceed
50%, so that more than half of all degree-seeking students of each race and ethnicity who enroll at Valencia
College in the 2025-26 academic year will complete an associate degree from Valencia by summer of 2030.
Transfer Success
By 2030, 65% of students of each race and ethnicity who earn
an A.A. or A.S. degree from Valencia College and enroll
in a baccalaureate degree program at the University of
Central Florida or Valencia College will earn their
bachelor’s degree within four years of starting a
baccalaureate degree program.
Career Credentials
By 2030, Valencia College students will earn
12,000 high-quality workforce credentials
each year. These credentials will include
Associate in Science, Bachelor of Applied
Science and Bachelor of Science degree
completions, accelerated skills training and
postsecondary adult vocational certificate
(PSAV) completions, and qualifying
technical certificate completions. To move
toward equity in educational attainment and
factoring in expected changes in demographics,
we would expect at least 50% of these credentials
to be awarded to Hispanic students and at least
25% to be awarded to Black students.
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We invite you to lead here.
Application Process
We are currently seeking five new provosts to lead the following areas:
• Career and Professional Programs
• Downtown and Winter Park Campuses and Transfer Initiatives
• East and Lake Nona Campuses
• Osceola and Poinciana Campuses
• West and Horizon West Campuses (Horizon West Campus coming soon)
If you are interested in joining our team, we invite you to apply for the position of provost. To apply, click
here to review the job description and complete an application. In addition to the application, you will be
asked to submit the following:
• A resume or curriculum vitae
• The names and contact information for five professional references. Professional references will only be
contacted for finalist candidates.
• A letter of interest that describes the alignment of your knowledge, skills, abilities and qualifications
to the job description and also summarizes your approach to leadership, commitment to equity and
experience partnering with faculty to advance learning.
The Provost Search Committee will begin a review of applications in October 2021 and will continue
working until a selection is made. To be considered for the positions, applications must be received no later
than Monday, October 18, 2021, at 11:59 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time.
Valencia College is an equal opportunity institution. Given the rich diversity of the students and
communities we serve, we encourage individuals with underrepresented identities and those committed
to advancing a more just society to apply.
You may review additional details about the search via https://valenciacollege.edu/provostsearch.
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact:

Val San Marco

Director, Talent Acquisition
Valencia College
Vsanmarco@valenciacollege.edu
407-582-3802
Note: Valencia College is a public institution of the State of Florida. The College’s records are subject to
public inspection and disclosure under Florida’s Sunshine Law.

Valencia College is an equal opportunity institution.
We provide equal opportunity for employment and educational services to all individuals as it relates to
admission to the College or to programs, any aid, benefit, or service to Students or wages and other terms,
conditions or privileges of employment, without regard to race, ethnicity, color, national origin, age, religion,
disability, marital status, sex/gender, sexual orientation, genetic information, gender identity, pregnancy, and
any other factor prohibited under applicable federal, state, and local civil rights laws, rules and regulations.
Contact the Office of Organizational Development and Human Resources for information.
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