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I. Overview
II. Design of the feedback loop
i. State teams
ii. Planning and Communications Team
iii. faculty work teams
III. How to get updates on HB 7135 (The Grove and the CCC website)

1. What is the intent of Gen Ed?

-To broaden a person
-To make them understand a wider world
- how to do research, how to think, how to decide between fact and opinion
- do lots of writing?
- the human should have the ability to think for him or her self.
- to sustain the civic entity
-citizens must be able to think, able to process, able to act in the society in a productive way
- analytical thinking
-citizenship
-exposure to differences in human kind
-providing them the means and attitude to be a life-long, self-sustaining learner
- being able to articulate thoughts in multiple forms (writing, public speaking, presentation)
- Science Literacy
- basis of scientific method / thought
- building a picture of how we arrived at our current state of affairs (history). (example: women devaluing voting or education because they never hear of a time when they could not vote or had to go to a gender specific school)
- value our own story, and therefore other stories
- introduce the student to the ‘flurfy stuff’ (music, art, dance…) spend time embracing the value of art
-make connections between disciplines, related areas
-math literacy
2. What do we want students to be able to do when they complete Gen Ed?
Student (action)(observable measure).
The action could come from a rubric like Bloom’s Taxonomy.

-I’ll tell you in 25 years (that’s when I know if the student was successful).
-Student demonstrates scientific reasoning. (writing / creating experiments to show their knowledge of science).
-Student will support decisions with valid evidence.
-Student will conduct themselves professionally. (respect for others, respect for teacher, meeting deadlines or communicating when deadlines can’t be met, participating).
-Student will evaluate evidence. (organize ideas, analyze data, recognize trends, differentiate between fact and opinion, making a value judgment).
Take a look at the work of “THINK” and “COMMUNICATE” to see if any of it is a valid description of a gen ed outcome.
-Student will think critically. (strategize, maximize positions, demonstrate self-awareness)
-Student combines concepts and proposes solutions.
-Student analyzes problems and present possible solution
-Student differentiates between effort and results. (between effort and diligent effort?

3. If you could re-imagine Gen Ed what principles would you use in making decisions about placing courses within a Gen Ed program?

-We should accept as a value that the use of a certain class may touch many of the principles. (many of the principles of gen ed can be incorporated in a single class).
-Instead of having students choose from discipline areas, choose an outcome (like critical thinking, informational literacy…etc.)
-ID primus courses, the ‘first pre-req’…the foundation course that fulfills the foundation to a gen ed outcome.
- Adhere to SACS guidelines regardless of the other goals. (example: the “pure humanities” reference)
-Look at courses that have a primary, secondary, tertiary ‘touch’ upon a gen ed outcome. Agree on how we measure this and certify how we choose which classes do this well enough to be ‘in the bucket’.
-design course to incorporate the gen ed principles in courses
-the primary ‘touch’ in a class should have multiple components. For instance, an introductory history class would need 5(?) ‘touches’ in cultural and historical understanding.
-decide ahead of time what valid process we bind ourselves to in order to make these decisions.
 - Add ‘educating yourself’ as one of the gen-ed outcomes?
Focus on outcomes as evidence. In order to be in gen ed, the outcomes must be demonstrable.
All faculty teach the course in a way that the same outcomes can be achieved.
Simple, elegant, authentic approach on how we approve courses for gen ed.  (It should make sense and not require 3 hours of training to understand).
We have to be open to overhauling the system.
Build in periodic review of the courses in gen ed.
Design a capstone gen ed class…the ‘last course’…where you demonstrate all existing gen ed outcomes.
Think about ways this can be designed for pathways (can an A.S student easily transfer to this and continue education). Consider repercussions of financial aid law / limited credit laws for students who change their mind.
Also do a simple, elegant approach from the student perspective…this should be easy for them to understand and easy for them to decide what classes they want to take.

THANK YOU EVERYONE. Any questions?
 











