Osceola Campus Faculty and Staff Meeting Minutes

October 19, 2010
Attendees:
Aryan Ashkani, Jennifer Bailey, Andrew Becker, Tony Beninati, Andi Berry, Diane Brown,  Jenni Campbell, Paul Chapman, Christy Cheney, Flora Chisholm, Anthony Cornett, Oscar Cuan, Steve Cunningham,  Akos Delneky, Elizabeth Earle, Magdala Emmanuel, Betty Fenner, Stephanie Freuler, Tami Gitto- Kania, Aida Gonzalez, Lauren Grant, Al Groccia, Peggy Gunnell,  Donna Haskins, Nathan Hicks, David Hilton, Deidre Holmes Dubois, Jenny Hu, Dale Husbands, Ricot Jean, Coleen Jones, Chris Klinger, Eunice Laurent, Mabel Machin, John McFarland, Cynthia Miller, Kevin Mulholland, Ellen Pastorino, Melissa Pedone, Christie  Pickeral, Kathleen Plinske, Stanton Reed, Todd Ribardo,  David Rogers, Denise Ross, Deanne Rothman,  Leila Sisson, Sue Skambis, Allison Sloan, Jorge Soto, Donna Sovern, Jackie Starren, Sonia Suri, Alfred Taylor, Marlene Temes, John Tobia, Angie Trutie, Judi Velazquez, Ron Von Behren, Elizabeth Washington, Chris Weidman.
Call to Order/Welcome: 

               
-Dr. Kathleen Plinske called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.
Career Staff Association:

-The results of the elections for the Osceola Career Staff Association Officers, 2011 are: Donna Sovern, Chair; Andrew Becker, Chair Elect and Yari Guadalupe, Secretary.
-The Push for Pencils – Gift for Teaching Drive had an amazing total of 4,231 items totaling a value of $976.51 to The School District of Osceola County from the Osceola Campus. Thank you everyone for your generosity.  

-Sixteen members of Osceola’s Career Staff Association completed CPR training on October 15th at the campus.

-A survey is being distributed to career staff to determine the level of interest in a charity for the Holiday Season as well as meeting days/times.
Student Services:
--Dr. Jillian Szentmiklosi has accepted the position of Dean of Students, Osceola Campus, beginning October 25, 2010. She has served in several leadership positions at Valencia including academic advisor, student services specialist, and manager of disability support services, and since 2006, as Director of the Office for Students with Disabilities. She has an Associate of Arts degree from Valencia and while a student also served as a peer advisor. She has a Bachelors, Masters, and Doctorate from the University of Central Florida.
-There will be a Farewell Celebration for Chris Klinger on Thursday, October 28 from 1 – 3 in Portable K at the Osceola Campus. Please bring a covered dish to share with others.
Special Discussion Topics:

-REACH Learning Community Proposal
The Osceola Campus has an opportunity to pilot a proposed year-long learning community for students who place into development reading, writing, and math – the details of the program and the level of interest to serve as the pilot site were discussed as follows:
This proposal would be for a cohort group of 100 students for  Fall, Spring and Summer of an academic year. This group of students would take a pre-planned course schedule of development reading, writing, and math classes, as well as, speech; humanities, political science; psychology and student success classes. In addition, the students would have access to co-curricular activities in Student Development.
An open meeting for all faculty and staff will be scheduled for additional information about REACH.


At this time, faculty and others at the Osceola Campus, who would want to be a part of this proposal, are as follows: 

Christy Cheney (Student Success); Ron Colburn (Speech); Elizabeth Earle (Reading); Tami Gitto-Kania (Humanities); Lauren Grant (English); Mia Pierre (Student Success); Deanne Rothman (Student Development); Allison Sloan (Mathematics); Jackie Starren (Humanities); Elizabeth Washington (Mathematics) and Chris Weidman (Political Science). 
-Designated Smoking Areas on Campus
In response to Dr. Shugart’s recent announcement that the college will explore the feasibility of adopting a policy to make Valencia “tobacco and smoke-free,” a number of individuals at Osceola have expressed an interest in transitioning toward a smoke-free campus by designating specific areas on our campus for smoking.  This would provide specified areas at the campus, in order to allow access to buildings/doorways for non-smokers, without breathing second hand smoke.
An interest was determined in this initiative and a work group was formed: Cynthia Miller, Andi Berry, Jackie Starren, and Mia Pierre.
In addition, Security will be available to follow through on enforcing the designated smoking areas on campus.
-Holiday Party Ideas
Ideas were discussed for the Osceola holiday party extravaganza for this December. It was decided to have some type of a drop in to get together during an extended activity hour on a Tuesday or Thursday in the beginning of December to celebrate the holidays.
It was also decided that the campus would like to continue supporting a local non-profit organization as a charity.  Discussions have taken place for the Rogue Scholars to hold a benefit concert.  The Career Staff Association has offered to sponsor the event.

Individuals who volunteered to be on the Holiday Party are: Andrew Becker; Tami Gitto-Kania; Al Groccia and Donna Sovern.
