
Five Punctuation Patterns for Joining Ideas 

Coordination 

• What is Coordination? 
– Pairing complete ideas together via one of three patterns. 

– Coordination gives equal emphasis to ideas. Words, phrases, or clauses can be coordinate 
structures.  

– Coordination turns simple sentences into compound sentences. 

 

Coordination Pattern One 
 

 
 

 
 

Coordination Pattern Two 
 

 
 

Coordination Pattern Three 

 

 
Subordination 

• Subordination occurs when a dependent clause is joined to an independent clause via a subordinating or 
dependent word using one of two patterns. 

 Independent Clause + + Independent Clause 

 Independent  

Clause 
+ + 

Conjunctive  

Adverb + 
Independent  

Clause 
 



 

– Subordination is the most effective way to join clauses because it helps to clearly establish the 
relationship between ideas. 

– Subordination helps you avoid choppiness and monotony in your writing. 
 

 

Subordination Pattern One 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Subordination Pattern Two 
 

 
 

 
 

Notice that in option two, there is a comma between the DC and the IC. 

Notice that in option one, there is a comma between the DC and the IC. 

Dependent/Introductory Element Independent Clause + +  

Dependent/Introductory Element Independent Clause + 


